NEWS - MAY 27, 2026

The SEO scam email — and how Al lets you
fact-check it in 30 seconds

A cold email warned me my site was "invisible on Google." With an Al assistant looking at the
actual code, | confirmed in under a minute that nothing was wrong. Here's the playbook.

By Dr. Holger Flick

| got this in my inbox today:

We recently ran a backend analysis of your website, and the results show that several important SEO steps
are incomplete. Due to this, your website is currently not appearing on Google, Bing, and other search engines
when searched with keywords related to your business and services. We understand that your website was
created to attract more clients and generate more business... Please send us your preferred time availability
for a quick phone call, along with your updated contact number, and we will get in touch with you to explain
how we can help fix and improve your website.

No company name. No domain mentioned. No actual findings. No keywords. Just vague panic and a request
for my phone number.

This is a template. It goes out in bulk to anyone with a public contact form, and the entire goal is to get you on a
sales call where someone reads a generic checklist back to you and charges a monthly retainer to "fix" things
that were never broken.

The old way: doubt creeps in

The reason these emails work is not that people are gullible. It's that most site owners have no quick way to
verify the claim. "Am | actually indexed? Is my metadata correct? Did | forget a sitemap?" If checking takes an
afternoon, doubt wins and the sales call gets booked.

The new way: ask the Al that already has your code open

| asked my Al assistant — Claude Code, sitting in my editor with the project loaded — one question: "Do | have

proper SEO setup in this site?"
Thirty seconds later | had a concrete answer, with file references:

* Full Next.js Metadata API in app/ | ayout . t sx — title template, description, canonical URL, Open Graph,
Twitter card, explicit robot s: { index, follow } plus Googlebot directives.

e app/ robots.ts — robots.txt route, present.

* app/sitemp. ts — sitemap.xml route, present.

* app/feed. xn — RSS feed, also linked from metadata al t er nat es.
« Favicon, OG image, the lot.

Every single thing the email implied was missing was already there. The doubt evaporated, and the email went
where it belonged.
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Why this matters beyond one spam email
The scam economy around small business websites runs on information asymmetry — they know (or pretend

to know) something about your site that you don't. Al assistants collapse that asymmetry. You no longer need
to be an SEO specialist to verify an SEO claim, a security expert to verify a "vulnerability notice," or a lawyer to
read a vague legal threat. You just need to ask, in plain English, against the actual artifact in question.

A few rules of thumb | now use:

1. If an email warns you about your site but never quotes a single specific thing from it — domain, URL,

page title, headline — it's bulk spam. Real audits cite real findings.
2. Before replying to any technical claim, ask your Al to verify it against the source. Thirty seconds of

grounded checking beats an hour of vague worry.
3. Trust the free, authoritative tools. Google Search Console and Bing Webmaster Tools tell you exactly

what's indexed and what isn't. No phone call required.

The con only works while you feel uncertain. With Al in the loop, that window is now about as long as it takes
to type the question.
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INDEPENDENT - AD-FREE - READER-SUPPORTED

Free to read. Not free to make.

Every tutorial, article, and line of example code on Holger's Code is published without a paywall
and without ads. This page is about what keeps it that way.

Professional work, published free

The content here is held to the same standard as professional client work: every tutorial is built as a real project,
tested against current versions, documented step by step, and revisited when the frameworks move on. A single
in-depth tutorial routinely takes days — and that's before the bills behind it: servers, storage, build infrastructure,
licenses, and the hardware everything is verified on.

If an article or tutorial here has saved you an afternoon of debugging, taught you a technique, or helped you
ship, it created real value for you. Supporting it isn't charity — it's paying for professional work you found useful,
at whatever price you choose. And if you can't, keep reading anyway. That's what the free part means.

Ways to support

KO-FI

Buy me a coffee
A one-time tip — no account, no subscription, any amount.

BOOKS & COURSES

Buy the paid work

The paid tier of everything published free here — and you get something lasting in return.

SPREAD THE WORD

Share an article
Send a tutorial to a colleague, cite an article, subscribe to the RSS feed.

Nothing here goes behind a paywall, whether you chip in or not. But if something on this site earned its keep
today, this is where to say so.

Support on Ko-fi —
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