
N E W S   ·   S E P T E M B E R  1 1 ,  2 0 2 5

RAD Studio 13 Florence has been released
By Dr. Holger Flick

Exciting times being a Delphi developer! Embarcadero has just released RAD Studio 13 Florence, bringing a 
host of new features and improvements to the Delphi and C++Builder development environments. This release 
focuses on enhancing developer productivity, improving application performance, and expanding platform 
support.

Here is a list of my favorite new features in RAD Studio 13 Florence:

• Database magic with FireDAC: FireDAC gets several practical improvements — better type support 

(unsigned BIGINT, improved PostgreSQL array handling), smoother drag-from-fields behavior, OAuth for 
Oracle, and parallel Firebird backups, plus many smaller fixes. RAD Studio still ships with InterBase 2020 
Developer and now includes a license for the upcoming InterBase 15 Developer edition.

• Ternary Operator: RAD Studio 13 finally brings the much�requested ternary operator to Delphi — written 

with the if keyword so you can use concise in�expression conditionals.

• Language improvements: The update also adds handy language tweaks across Delphi targets: NameOf, 

{$PUSHOPT}/{$POPOPT} as new compiler directives, implicit Self in record class operators Initialize and 
Finalize, is not / not in operators, a noreturn directive, and tighter generic constraints — small changes 
that make everyday code cleaner and clearer.

• 64-Bit personalities: So far, all 64-Bit personalities had been in Preview. RAD Studio 13 includes a 

full-featured 64-bit IDE for Windows x64 that's now part of the core installer (no separate add-on). Compared 
with the 12.3 initial release it adds full Delphi and C++ build/debug support, C++ tooling via Visual Assist, 
COM/ActiveX/type-library support, Live Templates (Ctrl+J) and the Surround menu, plus various quality 
improvements.

• WebStencils and WebBroker enhancements: In recent blog posts, I explained that I mostly focus on the 

backend these days. Most of my frontend work is done with React and Next.js. I only have a few VCL 
and FireMonkey applications that I maintain.  WebStencils turns RAD Studio’s web stack into a proper 
server-side framework, adding scripting, session/auth support, dataset access controls and a new switch 
statement. RAD Studio 13 also extends WebBroker with session management, improved logging and better 
Apache/Nginx integration — together these updates make building data-driven sites and secure web APIs 
much faster and easier.
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Free to read. Not free to make.
Every tutorial, article, and line of example code on Holger's Code is published without a paywall 
and without ads. This page is about what keeps it that way.

Professional work, published free
The content here is held to the same standard as professional client work: every tutorial is built as a real project, 
tested against current versions, documented step by step, and revisited when the frameworks move on. A single 
in-depth tutorial routinely takes days — and that's before the bills behind it: servers, storage, build infrastructure, 
licenses, and the hardware everything is verified on.

If an article or tutorial here has saved you an afternoon of debugging, taught you a technique, or helped you 
ship, it created real value for you. Supporting it isn't charity — it's paying for professional work you found useful, 
at whatever price you choose. And if you can't, keep reading anyway. That's what the free part means.

Ways to support

KO - F I

Buy me a coffee
A one-time tip — no account, no subscription, any amount.

B O O K S  &  C O U R S E S

Buy the paid work
The paid tier of everything published free here — and you get something lasting in return.

S P R E A D  T H E  WO R D

Share an article
Send a tutorial to a colleague, cite an article, subscribe to the RSS feed.

Nothing here goes behind a paywall, whether you chip in or not. But if something on this site earned its keep 
today, this is where to say so.

Support on Ko-fi —
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